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Roxanne, today we are
going to learn about
Virginia’s first settlement of
Jamestown.




England sent colonists,
indentured servants,
convicts, children, and

eventually slaves to
meet the labor
shortages in Jamestown.




Harriet, who are
these people?

This is the first group of
104 settlers, all men,
arriving at Jamestown in
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Is this Jamestown? It
looks like a beautiful
place to live.

Oh, Roxanne, settlers died of disease,
starvation, harsh working conditions,
and Indian raids which made it hard
to attract new settlers from
England. It was a very difficult place
to live.
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First, settlers came to Jamestown to
find gold, but found no gold. They
needed a cash crop to send back to
England.

ohn Rolfe arrived in
Jamestown in 1610
with tobacco seeds. He
started experimenting
with the seeds and
produced the first
commercial tobacco
crop in 1613. He found
the marshy soil to be
perfect for growing the
labor-intensive tobacco
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So, how did they
get more people
to come to
Jamestown?

Indentured servitude was the first
system that England used. From
1618-1775, between 200,000 to
300,000 indentured servants were
sent to the colonies.
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Indentured servants were promised freedom, citizenship, and a land grant of 50 acres for 4 to 7 years of
servitude. Some indentured servants worked for more than 15 years without becoming landowners. Only
40% completed their contracts.




Around 1618, England also started
sending convicts, and it is estimated that
more than 50,000 convicts, vagabonds

and children were sent to Jamestown.

- e .-
e M s e T

THE LLANDING of the CONVICTS

Yo cuns
Alrican
American




This is an indentured
contract between servant
Patrick Larkin and Master
Thomas Blood. The
contract is not favorable
to Patrick.

i

o? This Indenture ¢ pe / ) O T
“01 Year of our GOD One ho chcn Hundred( Lo,
"; BETWEEN %% ce /0 - ,1_) mx.o-.n._ %;
~——of the one Partv, ‘and zw & as
?P /,{,/’/t of the other Party WITNESSETH, That the faid
W ~————————(being ordered to be tran{ported, purfuant
w ¢ Statuge) doth hereby Covenant, Promife and Grant to and with the faid
1/’} A/d his Executors, Adminiftrators
an Aﬁ' igns, from th) Day of the Date hc@ntnl the firft and next Arrival at

277z on ~ and ‘after, for and during the ’Il‘lcrm of
of f 70 g Yeas, to ferve in fuch Service and Employment as the faid
N A

/4"44

or his Aﬁi ns fhall there cmploy:" A= according to the Cuftom of that
t]}; like kind. IN CONSIDERATION whereof the faid

& y%%( oo M M th hereby
rz 2 7 I')

Covenant and Grant to apd mth the faxd —
pay for //zoPaﬂ"xge, and to find

‘and allow Meat, Drink, Apparel and Lodgmg, with other Neceffaries during
‘the faid Term. And at the End of the faid Term, to pay unto #2=a,,
the ufual Allowance according to the Cuftom of the Country in the like kind.
IN WITNESS whereof the Parties abovementioned to thefe INDENTURES
have interchangeably fet their Hands and Seals, the Day and Year ﬁrﬁ above

erttcn /
P @i e i
:S’igned Sealed and Deliwre’a’ a7 ﬁ 71

in the Prefence of [ @b

Seal v

Harriet, what
is this?
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The indentured servants had
to worry about harsh working
conditions with the labor-
intensive tobacco crop and
Indian raids when they were
working in the fields.
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One of the worse Indian raids
happened on March 22, 1622,
by the Powhatan Indians
because the Indians thought
their way of life was threatened
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Roxanne, this is Anthony
Johnson who arrived in
Jamestown in 1619. He was
treated as an indentured He became a What? A Black man
servant. landowner & owned slaves in
was one of the Jamestown? Tell me
first Black more.

slave owners.

Anthony Johnson arrived on the English ship, White Lion, in 1619. He became a successful headright settler
and claimed 250 acres. Anthony prospered and bought more land, livestock, and owned slaves. One of his
slaves, John Casor, sued Johnson to gain his freedom, but Johnson won the court case on March 8, 1655, to
keep Casor as his slave. This case was the first legal sanction of slavery in the colonies.
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The road to slavery was
laid through indentured
servitude, and by 1830,
was replaced by Black
slaves.

Soon the advertisements in
papers would change from

arrivals of new indentured

servants to finding runaway
African slaves.

HANOVER Town, May 12, 1774

UST arrived iy York River, the Brilliant,

Captain Miller, from Londen, with a Cargo of choice healthy
INDENTED SERVANTS, the Sale of which will begin at Ricomend
Town on Wednc[day the 25th of Mzy, among whom are the follow inZ
Tradelmen, wiz, Llackfmiths, Brofiers, Edgetool Makers, Bricklayers
and Plaifterers, Shoemakers, Stone Mafuns, ~Capenters, Joiners and
Cabinet- Makers, Cloth Weavers, Stocking Weavers, BRarbers and
Peruke makers, Gardeners, Farmers, L:touvrets and Hufbundmen,
Bock-keepers and Scheo!matters, Tailors, Silk Dyers, Bakers, Painters,
Leather Dreffers, Sawyers, Butchers, a Steward, Groom, Surgeon,
&c. Lwill feil them very cheap, for ready Money, cr Tobacco; and
for thofc on Credit, Bond and Security will be required,

(1), ‘THOMAS SMITH,
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As demand for labor increasec
& indentured servant prices
went up, indentured servants
were replaced by African
slaves.

By the middle of the
eighteenth century, slavery
formed the heart of the
agricultural labor system.
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Harriet, in the next lesson, we
will learn about the history of
slavery.

| have a lot
to learn

about that
subject.
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Oh, Harriet look!
Jamal is sharing
“Talking History with
Harriet & Roxanne”

That is fantastic! We
invite everyone to join us
to learn more history.

with his son.




‘ ‘ Help us keep educating America about black history. To
keep this information coming, consider supporting us by
donating at
https://www.yocumblackhistory.org/donate/
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